
Sunday, December 23 - Melody Hinson 
  

Read Hebrews 1:1-4  

  

What Child is This? 
 

In the past God spoke to our ancestors through the prophets at many times and in various ways, but in 

these last days he has spoken to us by his Son, whom he appointed heir of all things, and through whom 

also he made the universe. The Son is the radiance of God’s glory and the exact representation of his 

being, sustaining all things by his powerful word. After he had provided purification for sins, he sat down at 

the right hand of the Majesty in heaven. So he became as much superior to the angels as the name he has 

inherited is superior to theirs. Heb. 1:1-4 (NIV) 

 

For me, nothing can capture the mystery and the beauty of Christmas better than the Christmas carols we 

sing. They have the power to recreate in my imagination the scenes of the first Christmas—the crowded 

inn, the smelly stable, the great star spilling its beauty down over the waiting earth, the lonely shepherds in 

the field, the blazing, sudden glory of the heavenly hosts breaking through the darkness, then the contrast 

of the stable in a cave with the sleeping baby and the wondering hearts that come to worship and kneel 

before this amazing wonder, Jesus Christ born on Earth. 

One carol we sing at Christmas asks the question, “What Child is this, who, laid to rest, On Mary’s lap is 

sleeping? Whom angels greet with anthems sweet, while shepherds watch are keeping? And the chorus 

answers, “This, this is Christ the King, whom shepherds guard and angels sing: Haste, haste, to bring Him 

laud, The Babe, the son of Mary.” I am sure that all who went into the stable on that first Christmas Day 

asked this very same question. It is my belief that the verses in Hebrews 1:1-4 answer, better than anything 

else in the Scriptures, the question, “What Child is this?” 

The Scriptures tell us that this blessed babe of Bethlehem, was sent to make purification for human 

selfishness, that He might solve the insolvable problem, and wash away the insoluble stain: SIN. The good 

news of Christmas, of course, is that every one of us who has found Christ and follows Him, finds again 

and again that He has the power to cleanse us and set us on our feet again with a fresh page to write on 

every day, to live again in the power and the grace of the living God. This passage in Hebrews indicates 

that the answer to the question, “What Child is this?” is that this baby lying in Mary’s lap in Bethlehem is the 

ultimate, complete word of God to mankind. That is why for twenty centuries we have never had another 

event like this, for God has truly spoken to us in His Son. There hasn’t been a need to do it any other way. 

Now, that is the greatest message of all and the ultimate answer to our mysterious hymn! 

 

Prayer: Dear Lord, it is with deep gratitude that we each express in our own words what it means to have 

had the Son of God born in the stable at Bethlehem, the very same Lord that is the sacrificial lamb, able to 

wash our sins away the moment we accept Him as our Savior. In the precious name of Jesus, we pray, 

Amen. 


